Battle of the Books, Guidelines for Book Selection

1. The goal of the Book Selection committee is to choose a list of 20 quality titles for each division, offering a diversity of reading levels and/or interest levels.

2. Nomination of each book is to be based on strength of story line and writing style, and clarity of presentation.

3. Titles chosen for the Elementary Division should have appeal to students from 4th through 6th grades. Middle School titles should have appeal to students from 6th through 9th grades.

4. Theme and scope should be appropriate for the division grade levels regardless of the reading level of the book. 

5. Titles for the elementary Division should not be above the 6th grade reading level.

6. Copyright dates are not restricted. “Classic” titles that have remained in print are encouraged. A title may repeat on the list, but only after 5 years have passed. 

7. Authors are not restricted to United States citizenship or residence. English translations are also acceptable. 

8. Authors may be on successive lists. It is recommended that only one title of an author will be included in each year’s list. An author may be on both the elementary and middle school lists in the same year. 

9. Two or more committee members should have read and recommended a book for it to be included on the list. 

10. The list should include both male and female protagonists. 

11. Some of the genres to be considered are the following: fantasy, science fiction, realistic fiction, historical fiction, regional (especially Southwest or New Mexico), mysteries, humor, animal fiction, adventure, current social issues, and multicultural themes. Selections should be sensitive to social, racial, ethnic and religious issues. (Informational books including biographies should also be considered.)

12. Titles are encouraged to be selected from Best Book lists, State Lists, Children’s Choice lists, as well as Notables, Award winning and Honor books. Titles from the current or past Land of Enchantment Book Award lists are also encouraged. 

13. Books must be in print at the time of selection and, if possible, available in paperback except for titles from the new Newbery and Caldecott choices. 
14. Past Newbery and Newbery Honor books should be considered with choices made from years ending in the same numeral as the current Battle of the Books year. (2004, 1994, 1984, etc.)

15. Titles should have been favorably reviewed in one or more professional review journals. 


